NElcHBORHOOD Neghborhood CrimeWatch Unit, Boston Police Department, 343-4345
CRIME WATCH

WHAT 1S WHISTLE ALERT? l \ I e rt

Whistle Alert is an immediate means of communica-

tionwhereby neighbors, "armed" with whistles, cansig- dispatcher know when you will rehearse.)

nal other neighborsanytimethey fedl threatened. When _ _

participants hear thewhistle, they know that they should Over 800 crimewatch groupsin Boston have adopted
respond. the Whistle Alert system. Here are some examples of

how the system has been successfully used:
Whistles can be used in every neighborhood. People

feel more confident walking through their community * In one neighborhood, all residents, including chil-
when they have their whistles and know that they will dren, carry whistles. Oneday abully aitempted to stedl
be aided by neighbors if the need arises. achild's bike. The youngster blew his whistle, resi-
dents rushed out, the culprit was scared away and the
TheWhistleAlert isafast form of communication and bicycle was recovered.
can stop even the most serious crimein progress. When
whistles are used, criminalsare notified that crime will * In another case, a man taking out his trash was ac-
not be tolerated in the neighborhood. costed by a mugger in an alley. The man blew his
whistle. A neighbor had her son call the police while
How poes WHISTLE ALERT WORK ? she blew her whistle, prompting the neighborsto pour
out into the alley and
Upon hearing a whistle, participants phone the police frighten the mugger
(dialing 9-1-1) then quickly go out onto the street to- away. The Whistle Alert is effec-
wards the sound of the whistle. The purpose is not to _ tive only when neigh-
physically intervene, but to scare the attacker by out- Whlstl.e Alert has bet_an bors, as a group, have
numbering him and creating aloud clamor. especially helpful in agreed to carry whistles,

neighborhoods where have thoroughly dis-

The Whistle Alert works best when partici pants recog- the residents speak vari- cussed their use and
nize the signal and know what to do when they hear it. ous languages. In these have made a commit-
Groupsusing thissys- areas, the sound of the ment to each other to re-
tem should conduct whistle becomes a uni- spond to the cry for help.
WHISTLE FLERT: HOWITWORES drills to assure that versal language.
YO BRE THRERTENED residents have ac-
mﬂs LOUD cepted the idea, un- Even in neighborhoods where parti ci pants choose not
AND ES LONG ES POSSIBLE derstand their roles to use a whistle, you can probably organize them to
F YOU HERR SOMEONE BLOWING & and arewilling to par- respond if they hear a scream or other cry for help.
WIB'I'I.I-:— ticipate in the pro-
ms-l-l gram. Dress rehears- For additional assistance please call or write:
2.BLOW YOURWHISTLE aswill ?S.Surethalthe Neighborhood Crime Watch Unit
3. APPROACH systemis I_n place be- Boston Police Department
foreareal incident oc- 1 Schroeder Plaza
curs. (Let the 9-1-1 Boston, MA 02120

(617)343-4345

Free whistles are provided to trained crime watch groups, courtesy of
Tedeschi Food Shops. They have provided approximately 75,000 whistles since 1985.



